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Prepaid assessments decreased from a 
prior total in September of $68,196 to a 
new total in October of $25,696.  
Receivables finished the month of 
October at $25,105 which is an increase 
from the September total of $1,145.  Our 
income statements show the breakdown 
of the monthly expenses for October.  
The top three areas that were over 
budget for the month of October were 
tree trimming, gate security cameras and 
security.  Our total expenses for the 
month of October were $12,427 under 
budget and our YTD expenses for 2024 
are running $36,046 under budget.  Our 
fining commiƩee did not meet for the 
month of November.  Several violaƟon 
leƩers were issued in October with a 
majority of the violaƟons being related 
to residents needing to clean driveways, 
sidewalks, homes and mailboxes to 
remove mold and grime.  If you receive a 
violaƟon noƟce, please correct it 
promptly and noƟfy Wise Property 
Management to avoid being issued a 
fine.  The ARC received a total of 18 
applicaƟons in October with 15 being 
approved and 3 are sƟll undergoing 
review. 
 

If you have a suggesƟon or would like to 
see a topic covered in future 
newsleƩers, be sure to let us know.  If 
you have a posiƟve story to share, we’d 
love to hear it and share with our 
neighbors! 
 

Thank you for the conƟnued opportunity 
to serve! 

“Le er from the Board” 
 

Hello to our Stonebrier friends and 
neighbors!  We’ve finally put a long, 
exhausƟng, stressful and expensive 
hurricane season to bed.  While our 
community was mostly spared significant 
damages, the local beaches and low-lying 
areas of Tampa Bay will sƟll take years to 
recover from the devastaƟng storms.  We 
hope that you and your kids had a great 
Ɵme collecƟng large bags of sugary treats 
on Halloween and now our community is 
being transformed for our winter 
holidays.  Be sure to check out in this 
issue what home won the Halloween 
decoraƟng contest.  We can’t wait to see 
all our homes decorated with lights for 
the holidays! 
 

Our HOA Annual MeeƟng was held on 
Wednesday, November 13th at the 
Heritage Harbor Clubhouse.  We 
appreciate the residents that joined us for 
the meeƟng.  Our 2025 budget was 
reviewed and approved and board 
member elecƟons were held.  We will be 
decora ng our Amenity Center for the 
holidays on Saturday, Dec 7th so mark 
your calendars to join us.  Be sure to also 
mark your calendars for the holiday 
movie night on Friday, Dec 20th where 
we’ll meet up for treats and popcorn at 
the Amenity Center!   
 

Our October financial balance sheet 
showed the operaƟng fund finished the 
month with $108,674, an increase from 
our September balance of $73,817.  
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 Stonebrier HOA Board  
stonebrierHOA@gmail.com 

Ted Galloway – President, Seat3@stonebrierHOA.com  
Jennifer Blanton – Vice President 

Aamir Qazi  - Secretary 
Jeff Berg – Treasurer 

Josh Cravens -  Director At Large 
 

Stonebrier CDD Board of Supervisors,  
Analina Medina - Chair, Seat3@stonebriercdd.org 
Michael Kiely - Vice Chair 
Emmanuel Ramos - Assistant Secretary 
Kristyn Fada - Assistant Secretary 
Hari Joshi- Assistance Secretary 
 

HOA Management Company: 
Wise Property Management 
Wise Property Management 
3903 Northdale Blvd, Suite 250 W  Tampa, FL 33624 
 

HOA website: h ps://caliber.wisepm.com/CaliberWeb2_Wise 
Email: SB@wisepm.com   Phone: 813-968-5665 
 

Camilo “Cam” Clark, LCAM – Property Manager 
cmclark@wisepm.com   813-965-5665 x 322 

Brandon Lawrence – Assistant 
blawrence@wisepm.com   813-965-5665 x 312 
 

Stonebrier CDD Website: 
www.stonebriercdd.org 
 

Stonebrier CDD Management Company: 
Tish Dobson -  DPFG, District Management and ConsulƟng LLC 
tdobson@dpfgmc.com 
 

Ques ons or Concerns for the Architectural Review Commi ee or 
Fining Commi ee???  Contact Wise Property Management at   
(813) 968-5665 
 

Stonebrier Neighborhood Watch Coordinator 
Andy Myers - andypkt@yahoo.com 
 

Stonebrier Neighborhood Social Commi ee Coordinator 
OPEN—Volunteer(s) Needed!!! 
 

Be sure to check out the Stonebrier Community Group Facebook Page 
– search for ‘Stonebrier Community, Lutz, FL’. 
 

Links and contacts addi ons: 
Trash and recycling missed:  
hƩps://service.hillsboroughcounty.org/311/trash-recycling/ 
 

Mosquito issues:   
hƩps://service.hillsboroughcounty.org/311/mosquito/ 
 

Hurricane guide to Tampa Bay: 
hƩps://www.tbo.com/hurricane-guide/ 
 

TECO Street light outage repor ng process: 
hƩps://www.tampaelectric.com/forms/residenƟal/streetlightout/ 
 

Hillsborough County Animal Control: hƩps://
www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/residents/animals-and-pets 
 

For County Services Who Do You Call?  
Contact Hillsborough County at (813) 272-5900, a one-stop county service and 

informaƟon center! The center provides comprehensive informaƟon and referral to 
all government, health, and social services in the community. It coordinates 

government service requests and handles complaints quickly and courteously. This 
office works with all county departments to ensure you receive accurate and  

timely responses. Hillsborough County Information –  
     (813) 272-5900 

Upcoming Important Dates: 
HOA and Fining Commi ee Mee ngs – All Residents 
Welcome to A end.  Mee ngs are held virtually and 
agendas with mee ng links are circulated to the residents 
via email by Wise Property Management.  The Fining 
Commi ee meets at 6:00pm, HOA Board meets at 6:30pm.  
CDD Mee ngs are held at 6:30pm at the Library Room at 
the Heritage Harbor Clubhouse, located at 19502 Heritage 
Harbor Parkway, Lutz, FL 33558  
 

Amenity Center Volunteer Decora ng Day  
Sat. Dec 7th 9:00am 

CDD Mee ng, Thurs, Dec 12th from 6:30-8:30 
HOA Board Mee ng – Tues, Dec 17th 6:30pm 

HOA Movie Night @ Amenity Center – Fri. 
Dec 20th 6:30pm 

 

Do you need a night out and have 
some liƩle ones that need a local 
babysiƩer?  Babysiƫng Service 
Available!  My name is Vanessa 
Neylan.  My husband is Christopher 
Neylan and we live in Waterbridge.  
We have 3 daughters ages 16 years, 
14 years, and 13 years old.  Hire 
one, two, or all 3 girls for your 
babysiƫng needs. Experienced and 
reliable.  Call or text Vanessa Neylan 
@ 813-765-9723 
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Halloween Decora ng Winner 
 

Even back-to-back hurricanes couldn’t squash our Halloween 
Spirit in Stonebrier – and the ‘extra’ tree branches made it even a 
bit spookier than usual.  Lots of residents went all out this year 
and it was great seeing all of the kiddos in costumes and everyone 
having a very much needed fun and social evening.  We’d like to 
congratulate the Hopper Family at 2842 Maple Brook Loop in 
Sweetgrass for winning the decoraƟng contest.  Their circus 
themed funhouse and ‘Stonebrier Freak Show’ was a hit with all 
the kids!  Great job transforming your home Hopper Family! 

Stonebrier Blood Drive 
 

Thank you to Evan Walker for coordinaƟng the Stonebrier 
Blood Drive that was held on November 16th.  It was a great 
way to give back to our surrounding community and help 
individuals in need of blood donaƟon.  Thank you to all of our 
residents who parƟcipated in this event! 

Annual HOA Mee ng 
 

We wanted to thank the residents and our Community 
AssociaƟon Manager for aƩending our Annual HOA meeƟng 
that was held at the Heritage Harbor Clubhouse on November 
13th.  The HOA Board discussed community updates, volunteer 
opening / opportuniƟes and presented our 2025 HOA operaƟng 
budget.  The budget was approved as presented and we are 
pleased to report that there will be no increase in quarterly 
HOA dues for 2025.  Our HOA dues will remain at the current 
amount of $340/quarter.     
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As our kids are anxious to start their winter break in a few weeks, we wanted 
to share the REVISED Student Academic Calendar for Hillsborough County 
(revised 10/23/2024).  The calendar changed due to school closures because 
of the hurricanes.  Early Release Mondays through Dec 16th and then Jan 
27th-May 19th have been converted to full school days.   
 
Students Return to School   Monday, December 2, 2024 
Winter Break / Non-Student Days  Monday, December 23, 2024  
     Friday, Jan 3, 2025 
Students Return to School (early release) Monday, January 6, 2025 
Early Release Day    Monday, January 13, 2025 
End of 2nd Grading Period / 1st Semester Thursday, January 16, 2025 
MarƟn Luther King, Jr. / Non-Student Day Monday, January 20, 2025 
Florida State Fair / Non-Student Day Friday, February 14, 2025 
Spring Break / Non-Student Days  Monday, March 17 – Friday 
     March 21, 2025 
Students Return to School   Monday, March 24, 2025 
End of 3rd Grading Period   Friday, March 28, 2025 
Non-Student Day    Friday, April 18, 2025 
Memorial Day / Non-Student Day  Monday, May 26, 2025 
Last Day of School / 2nd Semester  Friday, May 30, 2025 

Resident Ar st’s Latest Crea on 
 

If you’ve lived in Stonebrier for a few years, you’ve 
certainly seen our resident chalk arƟst Brian Morris’ 
creaƟons on his driveway at 3130 Winglewood Circle in 
Sweetgrass.  We all remember his Covid drawings, 12 
Days of Christmas and more.  Well, if you missed it, Brian 
created another masterpiece just before Halloween and 
the 3D effect was amazing.  Great work Brian and we 
look forward to your next creaƟon! 

Parking Viola ons 
 

PLEASE stop parking on the streets in our community!  We 
anƟcipate extra traffic due to holiday parƟes but we are sƟll 
finding excess vehicles being parked on our streets throughout 
our community.  Our streets are simply not wide enough for 
vehicles to pass safely – especially emergency vehicles and 
oversized vehicles like garbage and recycling trucks.  We’ve 
received numerous complaints about on-street parking and 
overnight parking in non-designated areas.  Several residents 
have their garbage and recycling days missed because the 
garbage trucks could not fit down our narrow streets when there 
were vehicles parked on both sides of the road.  As a result, the 
Stonebrier HOA Board is looking for volunteers to help with the 
Parking ViolaƟons.  We are looking for several volunteers in 
Waterbridge, Sweetgrass, Woodside and Sandhurst.  If interested, 
please send an email to StonebrierHOA@gmail.com.  Please do 
not be an inconsiderate neighbor and park your vehicles in your 
garage or on your driveway.  Habitual offenders are being 
documented and the vehicles are subject to towing and 
impoundment.  If you’re having guests visit for a short term and 
need some temporary street parking, please make sure they are 
only parking on one side of the street. Thank you for your 
aƩenƟon to this issue. 

Volunteer Day – Holiday Decora ng 
 

Save the date to join us on Saturday, December 
7th starƟng at 9:00am at our Amenity Center 
where we will be decoraƟng the building for the 
holidays.  This is also a great Ɵme for our 
students to pitch in and earn some volunteer 
service hours for Bright Futures scholarships 
and other programs.  We look forward to seeing 
you there and helping to spread some holiday 
cheer! 
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We are s ll searching for a resident volunteer on our 
Social Commi ee.  This volunteer role is criƟcal in coordinaƟng 

a variety of events and vendors throughout the year.  Events such 
as our Easter Egg hunt, small business craŌ fair and movie nights at 
the basketball court are just a few recent examples.  If you have 
some ideas for future community events or would simply like to get 
more involved in making your neighborhood a great place to live 
and play, please reach out to the HOA Board via email at 
StonebrierHOA@gmail.com with the subject line ‘Social 
CommiƩee’.  We’d love to have several individuals help out with 
this posiƟon so please consider it as a way to volunteer and put 
some smiles on the faces of our residents.  Thank you again Evan 
for seƫng up a fun event and we look forward to other residents 
volunteering to help coordinate future fun community events! 
 

Streetlight Not Working Properly? 
If you observe a streetlight that isn’t funcƟoning properly in our 
community, you can report the concern directly to TECO for repairs 
or replacement.  Use the following link: hƩps://
forms.tampaelectric.com/forms/residenƟal/streetlightout/ 
This form takes less than 1 minute to complete and has you fill out 
contact informaƟon and a simple report to address your concern.  
Be sure to write down the pole idenƟficaƟon number on the plate 
on the pole to help with the proper locaƟon idenƟfy for TECO.  
 

Hillsborough County – Customer Service Needs? 
Were you aware that there is a website where Hillsborough County 
residents can submit requests for service directly to the County?  
The site is called ‘Customer Service Center – At Your Service’.  The 
website link to access this informaƟon is hƩps://
service.hillsboroughcounty.org/311/ 
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“Tomato, Tomahto”… Mortgage-Backed Securi es Explained 
 

Most mortgages become investments via the securiƟzaƟon process. A government agency (or 
government-sponsored enterprise, like Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac) sets certain standards for 
loans it will insure. The agency also provides a framework that mortgage companies can use to 
evaluate (or “underwrite”) your loan scenario. If your scenario makes it through the agency’s hoops, 
your eventual mortgage is eligible to become part of a pool of similarly eligible mortgages. 
Mortgages grouped together in this way are called Mortgage-Backed-SecuriƟes or MBS. MBS carry 
guarantees from one of the agencies menƟoned above. These guarantees protect the investor in the 

event the mortgage borrower doesn’t make payments for any reason, and ensure they’ll receive all the interest and principal they would 
have otherwise received for as long as the underlying mortgage exists.  
 

A Tomato Soup Analogy: 
It takes more than 50 independent commercial tomato growers to fuel operaƟons for Campbell’s main processing facility (which handles 
soup, pasta sauce, and V8, among other tomato-based products). Different tomatoes from different farms will ulƟmately end up mixed 
together and packed into the same product, provided they meet the standards of Campbell’s as well as the FDA. The price at which 
growers are willing to sell has an impact on what Campbell’s pays for the tomatoes. The level of demand at the tomato soup aisle is also 
a factor.  
 

In this analogy, a tomato would be an individual mortgage. A grower would be like a mortgage lender who produces big groups of similar 
individual mortgages. If those tomatoes/mortgages meet certain standards, they can be sold to someone like Campbell’s or Heinz 
(analogous to a large mortgage investor like Wells Fargo or Chase). This business relaƟonship creates a wholesale marketplace for “large 
quanƟƟes of a certain product that meets certain standards.” The big players expect a few tomatoes/loans will be beƩer or worse than 
the others, but because such large quanƟƟes are mixed together, the final product remains very consistent and predictable. If several of 
the tomato plants from a farm that sells to Campbell’s had really awful-tasƟng tomatoes, you would never know it by the Ɵme it gets to 
your table. 
 

Whether we’re talking about tomatoes or mortgage loans, the logic is the same. When we have a high number of individual units 
meeƟng the same standards--especially when those units are desƟned to be mixed together anyway--it’s easy to establish a standard 
price at any given Ɵme based on supply and demand. It’s this price that has the most direct effect on what you’ll pay for tomato soup 
and the interest rate you’ll pay on your mortgage. This “going rate” that big investors are paying for pools of mortgages (or in analogy 
terms, what Campbell’s and Heinz are paying for a truckload of tomatoes) is quite simply the price of a certain category of mortgage-
backed-securiƟes. These are essenƟally bonds with either an explicit or implicit guarantee from the US government. That means MBS 
prices move up and down with a high degree of correlaƟon to the price of other government bonds of similar lengths of Ɵme. 
  
Nathan Lindley is a Branch Manager and VP of Lending with Guaranteed Rate Affinity and has been serving the residenƟal mortgage 
needs of Florida homeowners for over 22 years.  The Lindley Loan Team “Not just a loan, but a plan!” 

Lindley Loan  
Letter 

HOA Board Member Elec ons 
 

HOA Board ElecƟons were held at the Annual MeeƟng on Wednesday, November 13th.  Elected posiƟons are for a 2-year term and 
designed so that each year, approximately half of the posiƟons on the HOA Board are up for elecƟon.  This year we had 3 seats on our 
HOA Board that were up for elecƟon.  We’d like to congratulate our volunteers Ted Galloway, Jennifer Blanton and Josh Cravens for 
being re-elected to the HOA Board for another 2-year term.  We appreciate your service and dedicaƟon to our community! 
 
    Member   Posi on   Term Expira on  Comments 
 

Seat 1     Jeff Berg   Treasurer  11/2025   Elected 2023 
Seat 2   Jennifer Blanton  Vice President  11/2026   Re-Elected 2024 
Seat 3   Ted Galloway  President  11/2026   Re-Elected 2024 
Seat 4   Josh Cravens  Board Member at Large 11/2026   Re-Elected 2024 
Seat 5   Aamir Qazi  Secretary  11/2025   Elected 2023 

Enjoy Community Events?  Consider being our Social Commi ee Coordinator!  The HOA Board would like to thank our 

volunteer resident Evan Walker for organizing our float-in movie night at the Amenity Center in September and post-hurricane 
community pizza party in October.  Thank you to Evan for coordinaƟng these fun events for our residents. 
 

No Smoking / Vaping at Amenity Center. We would like to remind our residents that use of tobacco products, smoking or 

vaping is prohibited in and around our Amenity Center.  Please refrain from using any of these products while you are in our shared 
community spaces at the Amenity Center.  Thank you for your cooperaƟon. 
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‘High Insurance Costs and ‘Insurance Claims Roofs’ 
 

Hello Neighbors! My name is West Edwards, owner of Sharpe Roofing 
(www.sharperoof.com). I have been in the roofing industry for 20+ years and have 
been on over 10,000+ roofs on commercial and residenƟal properƟes in that Ɵme. 
I asked the HOA if I could share a liƩle info with you each month to help educate 
the community regarding things I see and have learned along the way that can 
hopefully help you plan ahead and save money. 
 

Your roof is your home’s first line of defense against all the unpredictable forces of 
nature. It protects your loved ones and your valued possessions from the extreme 

weather condiƟons that we as Floridians experience regularly. Baking sun, driving rain, powerful wind and the threat of hurricanes are 
all too common in Florida. This constant bombardment by nature conƟnually wears on the roof of your home and can put you and your 
valuables at risk if your roof is damaged or worn out. Unlike many of the items that we purchase today, there is no obvious reminder 
for maintenance and service to your roof. If your roof has a leak, it does not necessarily need replacement. Conversely, if your roof 
does not leak, you should not necessarily delay replacement unƟl it does (current Milton damage is a case in point!). Many 
homeowners find there is a problem with their roof only aŌer they see a stain on their ceiling, discover a leak or aŌer a total failure in 
a storm that ruins their home. This could result in severe damage to personal possessions, wood and sheetrock and create other costly 
problems. 
 

One of the quesƟons we most oŌen asked is “How do I know if my roof needs replacing?” Your community Realtor can tesƟfy that the 
condiƟon of the roof system is a major quesƟon when it comes to buying or selling a home these days and has been since about 2006. 
We are oŌen asked to inspect a typical shingle roof system to determine the remaining life. This “life expectancy” quesƟon is driven by 
insurance underwriters who are concerned not about small leaks, but rather total failure in a high wind event, and some of them will 
not even offer a policy for a home that has a roof that is 15+ years old. This has been the case since the 4 hurricanes crisscrossed our 
state in 2004 (Charley, Frances, Ivan and Jeanne) and every hurricane since, causing major damage and cosƟng them major dollars. 
 

When we inspect a roof for a client, we check for 3 things we feel are most important to the owner and to their insurance provider. The 
first observaƟon is how much of the mineral surface has been lost? Those liƩle rocks may give the shingles an appealing color, but their 
main funcƟon is to act as sunscreen for the shingle. Most shingles are made of an asphalt embedded fiberglass mat. Ultra-violet, solar 
radiaƟon evaporates the asphalt emulsion where the granular surface is compromised, causing a shingle to get thin and briƩle. The 
next observaƟon is analysis of the flexibility. If a windstorm picks up a shingle, will it be able to flex and lay back down, or will it break 
off, leaving the nails heads exposed for leaks? Or, is it too briƩle to repair if a leak occurs? The last item to check is the adhesion. How 
difficult will it be for wind to pick it up in the first place (this was the single most important condi on that failed for many in our 
community due to the brand that was used on many homes)? When a homeowner asks about a Ɵme for replacement, my response 
has to do with adhesion or lack of it. If you lost shingles during Debby, Helene or Milton (Aug. 5th – Oct 10th, 2024), you are at risk for 
the same in the future IF we have another big blow like that. Meanwhile, it should sƟll shed water and protect you during most 
standard weather. How you want to manage that risk is up to you. We recommend a regular walk around your home to look for any 
roof issues (like missing, sliding or broken shingles) before it becomes a big problem. An ounce of prevenƟon… 
 

I hope you find this informaƟon useful and helpful to share with friends, family and co-workers who may be in the process of buying or 
selling, or even considering a roof system replacement. Please visit our “Sharpe Roofing University” page on YouTube for 90 sec – 2min 
videos designed to help educate owners. I’ll share more in upcoming issues! 
 

West Edwards 
www.SharpeRoof.com 

813-675-7894 
On Nextdoor & Facebook 

At Your Service allows you to make Hillsborough County online service requests 24 hours-a-day, 7 days-a-week.  Your request will be 
routed directly to the team responsible for providing that service.  All submiƩed requests are monitored during regular business hours.  
For best results, you can sign up for a new customer service center account so that you can track the progress of your requests. 
 

Help Wanted: If you are a Stonebrier resident and provide basic services to the community (i.e. babysiƫng, dog walking, house siƫng, 
tutoring, pressure washing, etc.) and would like your name & number included in this newsleƩer for free, just contact the HOA Board 
at StonebrierHOA@gmail.com with your info and it will be published in future issues.  Likewise, if you own a local business, please 
consider adverƟsing in this newsleƩer – it’s a great way to reach out to every home within Stonebrier every month. 
 

Pool Hours Reminder 
We wanted to remind all our residents that the operaƟng hours at our Amenity Center Pool are from dawn unƟl dusk.  The pool is 
closed aŌer dusk and unfortunately, we’ve had several individuals hang out at the pool well past dark.  Please note that the HCSO may 
be contacted to remove any individuals from the pool aŌer operaƟng hours.  Thank you for your cooperaƟon.   
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5 Fes ve Things To Do In Tampa In 
December - A Holiday Guide 

 

December is a magical month in the Tampa Bay 
area. Average Tampa temperatures in 
December ranging from a high of 73 degrees to 
a low of 57 degrees make it easy to enjoy 
outdoor fun and aƩracƟons. 
While the temperatures remain warm, the 
twinkling lights, live music, and fesƟve 
entertainment bring out the holiday cheer. The 
best part is that there are so many fun things to 
do in Tampa Florida in December for all ages if 
you love food vendors, live entertainment, and 
fesƟve shows. 
 

1) Get In The Holiday Spirit With A Boat Tour 
One of the perks of visiƟng Tampa and 
Clearwater Beach in December is that the water 
is just fine! This is a wonderful place to take a 
boat tour. The Tropics Boat Tours, offer year-
round Dolphin ExploraƟon Tours and Sunset 
CelebraƟon Cruises in Tampa Bay Area. Booking 
a cruise can be a great way to treat your friends 
or family to an unforgeƩable giŌ! 
 

Whether you’re in the mood for one of the 
daily cruises aboard a double-decker catamaran 
or you prefer to make private memories aboard 
a personal charter, you’ll enjoy unparalleled 
access to wildlife and views. Incredible 
iƟneraries bring you from Clearwater Bay 
through Clearwater Pass to the sparkling waters 
of the Gulf of Mexico. As a guest, you’ll enjoy: 

 NarraƟon from experienced guides who are 
ready to teach you about the environment 
and local dolphin populaƟon. 

 Spectacular views of the coastline along 
Tampa Bay! Get your camera ready! 

 World-class, luxury boats with all the latest 
features and ameniƟes. 

 OpƟons to purchase wine, beer, cocktails, 
and soŌ drinks. 

 

Experienced guides will teach you all about 
dolphins and their environment while you enjoy 
the spectacular views of the coastline. Book a 
spot for the enƟre family with The Tropics Boat 
Tours this December! 
 

Experience A Holiday Wonderland On The 
Water At The Lighted Boat Parade 
As the holiday season unfolds, there’s no beƩer 
way to get in the fesƟve spirit than by taking 
a Lighted Holiday Boat Parade Cruise. This 
enchanƟng experience is perfect for families 
looking to create lasƟng memories together. 
Boarding begins at 5:30 pm on the 14th of 
December, and with Ɵckets priced at just $35 
for adults and $20 for children aged 4-12, it’s an 
affordable way to celebrate the season. So 
gather your loved ones and grab your cameras 
for an unforgeƩable evening on the water. 
 

2) Visit Busch Gardens For A Wonderful Time 
Looking for family fun in Tampa Bay? The  
 

holiday season provides some wild 
entertainment at Busch Gardens! This park 
hosts an award-winning holiday event called 
Busch Gardens Christmas Town. Running from 
November 15 through January 5, this fesƟve 
event features nearly 70 miles of dazzling lights 
spanning the park! Highlights include: 

 Santa’s North Pole Experience at Santa’s 
workshop 

 Rudolph’s Winter Wonderland 

 The Holly Jolly Express locomoƟve 
experience that brings riders along a track 
with views of a 65-acre space that’s home to 
the park’s zebras, giraffes, rhinos, and more 

 Special holiday dining experiences offering 
fesƟve sweets and flavorful hot chocolate 

 Live shows and entertainment featuring ice 
skaters, fireworks, and Christmas-themed 
entertainment with your favorite Sesame 
Street® characters 

 

Entry to Christmas Town is included with your 
day pass to Busch Gardens Tampa Bay. All of 
the park’s regular rides and aƩracƟons will be 
operaƟng as normal during the event.  Don’t 
miss your chance to see this iconic Tampa Bay 
park all lit up for the holidays. Put visiƟng 
Christmas Town at Busch Gardens on your list 
of things to do in Tampa in December! 
 

3) Enjoy Ice Ska ng And Shopping At Winter 
Village At Cur s Hixon Park 
Winter Village at CurƟs Hixon Park features an 
outdoor ice skaƟng rink. Situated along the 
famed Tampa Riverwalk, CurƟs Hixon Park 
comes alive with fesƟve lights, sounds, and 
entertainment for the holidays from November 
22 through January 5. Each reservaƟon gives 
you 90 minutes of skate Ɵme with skate rentals 
included. Just be sure to make your reservaƟon 
online before showing up for ice skaƟng! 
In addiƟon to the exhilaraƟng ice skaƟng 
experience, Winter Village offers a delighƞul 
array of holiday acƟviƟes that the whole family 
can enjoy. The Shops at Winter Village is a 
unique and fesƟve retail experience featuring 
bouƟques from local vendors. Shoppers can 
enjoy views of the Hillsborough River as they 
shop at pop-up shops held in PODS® containers. 
The layout of the event is reminiscent of winter 
markets found in major ciƟes around the world. 
The event will host up to 40 vendors per 
weekend. 
 

A café will also be set up with food vendors 
offering cozy, holiday-themed beverage and 
dining opƟons. You can look forward to crepes, 
gourmet chocolate, craŌ cocktails, and more! 
The atmosphere is truly magical, with twinkling 
lights and cheerful music creaƟng a winter 
wonderland right in the heart of Tampa. Don’t 
forget to snap some photos with the stunning 
backdrop of the park and the city skyline, 
making for perfect holiday memories to cherish 
for years to come. 

Pro Tip: To avoid the busiest Ɵmes, consider 
visiƟng during weekday aŌernoons or early 
evenings. This way, you can enjoy a more 
relaxed skaƟng experience and have plenty of 
Ɵme to explore all the fesƟve offerings at 
Winter Village! 
 

4) A end Tampa’s Santa Fest & Tree Ligh ng 
Tampa’s famed Santa Fest happens the first 
weekend in December! In 2024, the event will 
take place on December 7. Santa Fest also 
coincides with the big tree lighƟng in Tampa. 
Here’s what the iƟnerary looks like: 

 The big parade starts at 1 p.m. at Morgan 
Street and Madison Street. The route travels 
west on Madison Street to Ashley Drive 
before turning north to end at Ashley Drive 
and Cass Street. If you want the best views, 
get there early to park your chair along 
Madison Street. 

 Tampa’s official tree lighƟng ceremony event 
kicks off at 6 p.m. Prior to the tree lighƟng 
up, guests can enjoy a showcase with live 
music, holiday dancers, and much more live 
entertainment for all ages! 

 Finally, it’s Ɵme for the big event! The Tampa 
tree lighƟng actually includes seven stunning 
Christmas trees. 

 The evening wraps up with a holiday movie 
with free admission!  There’s simply no 
beƩer opƟon for live entertainment and 
merriment in December in Tampa! 

 
5) Discover Fun Things For The Holidays At The 
Florida Aquarium 
The Florida Aquarium in Tampa turns into 
something of a Christmas town for sea life 
during the holiday season! The aquarium 
creates a fun theme for guests looking for 
fesƟve things to do in Tampa Bay each year. 
The theme for 2024 is YuleTides at The Florida 
Aquarium.  During this immersive event, 
families, couples, and everyone else can have 
so much fun exploring coastal holiday tradiƟons 
from around the globe! Highlights include: 

 An official holiday tree made from upcycled 
beach materials! 

 A tree trail in the aquarium’s AquaƟc Lounge 
that showcases uniquely decorated trees 
nestled in boats. 

Outdoor sand sculptures and other fesƟve 
photo opportuniƟes! 

 

The Florida Aquarium’s holiday experience runs 
from November 29 through January 5, 
transforming the aquarium into a dazzling 
underwater wonderland that you won’t want to 
miss! 
 

Pro Tip: Consider purchasing a Ɵmed entry 
Ɵcket online to skip the lines and make the 
most of your visit! 
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