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East Lake Woodlands Storm Drainage System • Jeff Fosbrook 
 

Background 
 

The summer of ’24 has been a wet one for our community.  There 
were an exceptional number of hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico, 
with the west coast of Florida and the Tampa Bay area being 
impacted.  The most recent, Helene and Milton, had significant, and 
somewhat different impacts.  Helene had a 6+ foot storm surge in 
Tampa Bay, leaving homes in the residential areas just south of 
Tampa Road in Oldsmar flooded.  Milton, on the other hand, pulled 
water levels down in Tampa Bay, but because our community was on 
the “wet” side, it resulted in rainfall amounts estimated between 15 
to 20 inches in less than 24 hours (almost 15” overnight by one 
USGS gage).  In simple terms, rainfall from Milton was as if Mother 
Nature tried to dump 24 ounces of water into a 12-ounce bowl, with 
the tablecloth already sopping wet.  There was simply nowhere for 
the excess to go, and there were areas of our community where water 
was over roadways and even in yards and driveways.  This should 
not be surprising, considering that we reside in an area that required 
raising of the ground to result in foundation slabs being above a 
specified elevation to obtain construction permits. 
 

An engineer who was familiar with the original design intent back in 
the late 1970s told me that with a 100-year storm we could expect 
flooded roadways to be drained in 24 hours.  The current storm 
drainage system for East Lake Woodlands (ELW) responded well to 
this storm event with most roadways open within 1-2 days.  There 
were some exceptions, both along S Woodlands Drive, Sunflower 
and within Woodlands Estates, where it was 4-6 days following the 
storm before the roads were dry.  This was a result of the fact that 
necessary maintenance of portions of the drainage system had not 

been regularly conducted by the owning agency, or had not been 
previously identified as problems, as well as the exceptional volume 
of water from the storm. 
 

Our storm drainage infrastructure is a system that requires individual 
components to be maintained to operate properly.  But there are no 
moving parts such as valves, sluice gates or pumps.  Water flows by 
gravity through an interconnected series of street curbs, underground 
pipes or conduits, detention ponds and open channels.  Components 
of the system must simply be kept clear of obstructions, such as trash, 
vegetation, and tree limbs, enabling flow through the weirs, ponds, 
pipelines and channels.  There are 81 numbered lakes or ponds in 
ELW.  The following is a listing of the ownership of lakes and ponds 
based on the Pinellas County Property Appraiser maps: 
     50 - ELW Country Club (Ardea) 
     6 – East Lake Woodlands Community Association 
     28 – Individual homeowner’s associations (multiple ownerships) 
     2 – Shopping Center 
     1 – Duke Energy 
(The total exceeds 81 since there are a few locations of shared 
ownership.) 
 

The residential areas in the Community took place over decades and 
was achieved by planning and design that included the effective 
management of stormwater runoff.  ELW includes roughly 2,000 
acres.  The stormwater runoff from this area departs the community 
at only two locations – south beneath Tampa Road to Moccasin 
Creek through Oldsmar; and in the northwest, beneath East Lake 
Road via Brooker Creek and on to Lake Tarpon.  Stormwater gets to 
these two locations by way of a network of roadway swales, lakes 
and ponds, and pipelines. 

Congratulations!  
 

   The Orr Family 
      2111 Warrick Drive 

We kicked off our ELW Yard of the Month 

program in July 2023 and we are excited to 

watch this program gain momentum. 
 

The goal of this program is to recognize our 

homeowners who strive to beautifully 

maintain their property and add to the 

overall appeal of the ELW Community. 
 

Qualifications for this award include the 

following: 

• The yard is well-groomed as viewed from 
the street.  

• The yard is attractive through the use of 
natural items (trees, shrubs, plants, 
rocks, etc.). Other decorative items may 
be used to further the landscaping.  

• Buildings, fences, porches, patios 
visible on the property are in good 

condition. 

EAST LAKE WOODLANDS YARD OF THE MONTH 

Continued on page 5 

Outstanding Halloween                                   

& Christmas Decorations 
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The East Lake Woodlands newsletter is 

produced at no cost to the Homeowners 

Association or the residents of East Lake 

Woodlands. IKare Publishing is not 

responsible for the actions or credibility of 

any of the advertisers in this newsletters. It is 

the individual’s responsibility to check 

references on all advertisers.  
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Email the Board at: 

board@eastlakewoodlands.com 
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mdambrosio@mgmt-assoc.com  
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Visit our Website at: 

elw-fl.com or  

eastlakewoodlands.com 

 

 

ELWCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS FOR EAST LAKE WATER: 

Non-Emergency 727-784-8576 ext. 3864 

Emergency 727-223-1273 

Management & Assocs. 
813-433-2000 
Aberdeen 

Cluster 1 

Cluster 3 

Cluster 4 

Cluster 5 

Cross Creek 

Deerpath 

ELWCA 

Enclave 

Greenhaven 1 

Greenhaven 2 

Greenhaven 3 & 4 

Pinewinds 

Pinnacle 

Silverthorne 

Stonebriar 

St. Andrews 

Woodlands Estates 

Woodridge Green 

Worthington 

Ameri-Tech Prop. Mgmt. 
727-726-8000 
24701 US Hwy 19 N. Ste 
102 Clearwater FL. 33763 
Creekside, Cross Pointe 
Woods Landing 
 

B&C Community Mgmt. 
727-239-5991 
3504 Rodge Blvd 
Palm Harbor FL 34684 
Hunter’s Crossing 
 

Citadel Mgmt. 
727-938-7730 
905 E. Martin Luther King 
Jr Dr. Ste 310  
Tarpon Springs 34689 
Woodlake Run 1, 2, & 3 
 

Elite Property Mgmt. 
727-400-6850 
36181 East Lake Rd #407 
Palm Harbor FL 34685 
The Meadows 

Harbeck Hospilality 
844-944-0345 
2626 Tampa Rd #204 Palm 
Harbor FL 
Preserve, Turtle Creek 1&2 
 

Holiday Isles Prop. Mgmt. 
727-548-9402 
11350 66th St N Largo, FL 
33773 
Muirfield 
 

Progressive Mgmt. 
727-773-9542 
4151 Woodlands Pkwy Palm 
Harbor 34685 
Cypress 1, Patio Homes 
 

Qualified Property Mgmt. 
727-869-9700 
5901 US Hwy 19 S Ste 7 New 
Port Richey FL 34652 
Heatherwood, Laurel Oaks 
 

Resource Mgmt. 
727-796-5900 
28100 US Hwy 19 N Ste 205 
Clearwater FL 33761 
Hunter’s Trail 

Self-Managed 
Avenel  
Kirit Shah • 727-644-68721 
 

Diamond Crest   
Andy Brewton • 727-804-5822 
 

Hunters Crossing   
Jan Stammer • 727-772-3241 
 

Isleworth  
Michael Faehner • 727-306-0201 
 

Lake Shore Vista  
Doreen McKee • 727-771-7711 
 

The Cove  
Regina Schatz • 727-434-7834  
 

Warwick Hills  
Stephen Sabarese•tdcsteve@gmail.com 
 

Sentry Mgmt. 
727-799-8982 
2605 Enterprise Rd E Ste 200  
Clearwater FL 33759 
Kingsmill 
 

Wise Property Management 
18550 N dale Mabry Lutz FL 33558 
Turtle Creek 3 & 4 

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS 
Location:    Phone Number: 
 

Rover (Resident Request Number)  813-382-9997 

 

Country Club    727-784-8576 
 

ELW Water General Info/Accounting 727-784-8576 ex 3864 
 

ELW Water Emergency Maintenance Line 727-488-4961 
 

Pinellas County Sheriff, Non-emergency 727-582-6200 
 

Management and Associates 

Barcode Information, Mary Hunt  813-433-2014 
 

Management and Associates 

Manager, Monica D’Ambrosio  813-433-2004 
 

Management and Associates 

Accounting, Jessica Baker   813-433-2012 

VEHICLE RFID 
 
 

For additional questions please contact: 
Mary Hunt at 813-433-2014 

ELWCA MANAGEMENT COMPANIES 

See RFID on page 7 

mailto:dhudrlik@mgmt-assoc.com
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Remember… 

Observe the 

speed limit and 

watch for deer 

along the                  

roadways 

 East Lake Woodlands Storm Drainage System  Continued • Jeff Fosbrook 

Our ponds are detention ponds as opposed to 

retention ponds.  A detention pond is a reser-

voir created to temporarily hold storm water 

runoff, while a retention pond is constructed 

for the purpose of reducing downstream 

flooding. The main difference between these 

two types of ponds is that retention ponds 

have no outlet except for evaporation and 

soil infiltration while detention ponds have 

an outlet structure (weir and pipe) as well.  

Not every pond includes a weir, but all have 

an outlet structure.  Other than weir outlet 

structures, the drainage system does not in-

clude any way of independently managing or 

directing the water level or flow through the 

ponds.  Stormwater runoff flows into grates, 

swales or ditches and then into the storm-

water ponds. A stormwater pond is specifi-

cally designed to help prevent flooding of 

downstream areas, and to remove pollutants 

from the water before it can drain into the 

groundwater or into other lakes, ponds or 

wetlands.  Our ponds are intended to allow 

material to settle and be absorbed. After a 

storm, water slowly drains from the pond 

through a pipe in the “outflow” structure (or 

weir).  It is normal to see the water level in 

the pond vary over time.  Flow from the 

ponds is controlled by weirs (see sketch). As 

applied to our drainage system, weirs are 

concrete boxes of various dimensions that 

have been specifically calculated to control 

the normal rate of flow from the pond.  The 

size and elevation of the notches are specifi-

cally calculated to regulate the rate of flow to 

prevent downstream flooding where possi-

ble.  During the dry season there will nor-

mally be no flow through the weirs, with 

water bevel below the base of the notch. Wa-

ter will only depart through evaporation or 

seepage into the groundwater table.  During a 

rainy period, water will flow through the 

notch in the weir at a rate simply determined 

by the notch dimensions and water elevation.  

During stormy periods, water will flow in all 

directions down through the weir structure, 

including from the top down through the 

metal grate.  The grate is present for safety, 

as well as to prevent large objects from en-

tering the box and clogging the outlet pipe. 

These weirs demand attention, both before 

and after storms, to enable the unobstructed 

flow of water. 

 

System Improvements 

 

Over the past decade the Community Asso-

ciation has contracted for over $2.5 million 

of drainage infrastructure improvements.  A 

partial list includes: 

• Reconstruction of the weir and three 

48” diam. pipes beneath Country Club 

Road (AKA Nursery Road) 

• Miles of roadside swale reconstruction 

along ELW Parkway, Woodlands Blvd. 

and Woodlands Parkway 

• More than 12 new flumes (channels) to 

move water from roadways to swales 

• Replacement of two 18” diam pipes on 

golf course in front of hole #1S 

• Reconstruction of the box culvert on 

ELW Parkway adjacent to hole #17S 

• Reconstruction of the large weir on the 

golf course adjacent to hole #3N 

• Total replacement of 1,500 feet of 36” 

diam. pipe and restoration of 3 man-

holes along Duke Energy ROW adja-

cent to Elk Way 

• Reconstruction of the large box culvert 

(bridge) along S Woodlands Drive 

where the drainage feeds down to Moc-

casin Creek 

• Rehabilitation of the sidewalk along the 

drainage swale on ELW Parkway near 

Silverthorne, with reconfiguration of 

the swale and outlets. 

 

There are over 100 other locations where 

repair or replacement of weirs, pipes, head-

walls and channels occurred. 

 

The country club has made improvements to 

the storm drainage system as well. This has 

included: 

• Replacement of three 48” diam. pipes 

beneath the short practice range behind 

the club house (this location is a major 

component of the drainage system.) 

• A bridge replacing conduits at hole #4N 

• A bridge replacing conduits between 

holes #5 & 6N 

• A bridge replacing conduits between 

holes #14 & 15N 

 

Replacement of the conduits beneath cart 

paths with bridges at these locations has 

contributed greatly to the unobstructed flow 

of stormwater. 

 

Summary 

 

Most of our storm drainage infrastructure is 

now 4 or 5 decades old and needs constant 

attention and maintenance. Responsibility 

for maintenance of this infrastructure lies 

with the owner of the real estate upon which 

the infrastructure is located.   The Commu-

nity Association conducts semi-annual, as 

well as pre- and post-storm inspections on 

its property. It is recommended that the club 

and HOAs conduct frequent inspection of 

their storm inlets, manholes, weirs and pipe-

lines.  The Community Association has re-

quested notification of their completion at 

least every three years. 

 

If you are aware of areas where there are 

Community Association storm drainage 

issues, please contact Monica D’Ambrosio, 

the Community Association’s property man-

ager at Management & Associates, email: 

mdambrosio@mgmt-assoc.com. 
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 How To Obtain A New Gate Pass Called An RFID  

An RFID can be obtained by visiting the management office at:  
 
Management & Associates  
720 Brooker Creek Blvd., Suite 206  
Oldsmar, FL 34677 Attn: Mary Hunt 813-433-2014  
 
If you have a printer at home, visit the ELW website at ELW-
FL.com, click on ELWCA Community Association, then Controlled 
Access. There are three (3) files that you will need to read and com-
plete as follows: 
1. Controlled Access Waiver Controlled Access (read) 
2. Envera Windshield RFID Placement (read) 
3. Controlled Access Registration Form (RFID) (complete) 
 
If you do not have a printer at home, the above documents can be 
obtained at the management office, or you may email a request to 
have the documents sent to you at mhunt@mgmt-assoc.com.  
 
Should you elect to obtain your RFID in person at our office, please 
be advised that the following rules are in effect: 

• Please complete all paperwork prior to arriving at the office 

• RFIDs will be issued Monday through Friday between 8:00AM 
and 11:45AM and from 1:00PM to 4:00PM. 

• No PETS or unsupervised children will be permitted in the of-
fice. 

• No food, drinks, or smoking will be permitted in the office. 

• No vulgar language, yelling or any type of verbal or physical 
abuse will be tolerated. 

 
Should you elect to obtain your RFID via U.S. mail, please mail your 
RFID request form, and proof of registration and payment to the ad-
dress below:  
ELWCA  
c/o MANAGEMENT & ASSOCIATES  
720 BROOKER CREEK BLVD SUITE 206  
OLDSMAR, FL 34677  
 
CHECK, OR MONEY ORDER ONLY! No Credit cards or debit 
cards accepted. Checks/money orders are to be made payable to 
ELWCA.  
 
The following must be submitted and included in the envelope: 

• Application Form. 

• Proof of residency. 

• Copy of the controlled access registration for each vehicle listed 
on the registration form. 

• Check for RFID ($30 for each RFID requested on the registra-
tion form). 

• Add $1.00 Service Charge per order for return mail. 
ALL FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE  
 
Still Have Questions? Call Mary Hunt at 813-433-2014 Monday 
through Friday between the hours of 8:00 AM and 12:00 PM or 1:00 
PM and 4:00 PM. 
 
ELW Owners:  
Proof of residency: Either a driver's license reflecting Eastlake 
Woodlands address, warranty deed or closing statement reflecting a 
recent purchase and a copy of the vehicle registration.  
 
Vehicle Registration for each vehicle an RFID is being assigned. One 
RFID will be issued per vehicle.  
Up to a maximum of five (5) registered vehicles per address.  

Renters:  
Proof of Rental: Renters must provide a copy of the lease. RFIDs will 
NOT be issued to renters with a lease term of less than 3 months.  
 
Vehicle Registration for each vehicle an RFID is being assigned. One 
RFID will be issued per vehicle.  
 
Owners with New Vehicles: If you sell/trade in your vehicle, you will 
be required to purchase a new RFID for the new vehicle. A copy of 
the registration will need to be provided as well.  
 
Cost of RFID is $30.00 per RFID per vehicle.  
 
Replacement RFIDs: The cost of a replacement RFID is $30.  
 
UNBOUND ASSOCIATION OWNERS (NON-MEMBERS): OWN-
ERS WITHIN CONDO 1-7, CLUSTER 2, CYPRESS 1-3, WOOD-
LAND ESTATES, LAKE ESTATES, PATIO HOMES AND 
QUAIL FOREST: RFIDs issued will only be activated to operate at 
the resident lane (right side) at the Tampa Road and the SunTrust 
gate (Woodlands Pkwy and East Lake Rd.). The RFIDs for residents 
of those sub- associations will not work at any other gate within East 
Lake Woodlands. 
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 A Brief History Of ELW As It Relates To The Unbound/Bound • Judy Fosbrook 

What is a “Bound” and “Unbound” 
development?   

 

When the original developer of East Lake 
Woodlands (ELW) started this community, 
they initially planned to build second homes 
for the golfers of the world, in separately 
designed projects. Condominiums, 
townhomes, and single family homes.  As 
construction proceeded, sales were strong; 
the developer became aware of the 
popularity and demand for a unified 
community. Thus, it created a formal 
community association, a corporation, called 
the East Lake Woodlands Community 
Association (ELWCA) with rights and 
responsibilities in Articles of Incorporation 
and Bylaws.   For the Articles of 
Incorporation and Bylaws to obligate a 
purchaser to membership in the community 
association, these documents had to be part 
of the sale; attached to the deed of sale and 
recorded in the public records.  
Unfortunately, nineteen properties had 
already been sold and were not bound to the 
ELWCA because the Articles of 
Incorporation and Bylaws were not part of 
the sale called “Unbound” properties.  Those 
developments that followed, where the 
ELWCA Articles of Incorporation and 
Bylaws were made part of the sale are called 
“Bound” properties.  Your development is 
either “bound” to the East Lake Woodlands 
Community Association or it is “unbound.”  
The community association no longer was a 
“clubhouse” group or a “golfers” group, but 
a group of citizens of all ages and incomes 
who live in condominiums, townhomes, and 
single-family homes.  Changes in the IRS 
tax laws eliminating the deduction for 
second home mortgage interest may also 
have played a role. Residents were more 
likely to be permanent residents, not 
seasonal. There is a mix of “Bound” and 
“Unbound” condominiums, townhomes and 
single-family homes.   
 

Early on, in the management of the 
community, expenses to maintain the 
community fell to the responsibility of the 
developer.  When the original developer had 
completed its sales, the transition from the 

developer to East Lake Woodlands 
Community Association (ELWCA) 
controlled management occurred.  Initially, 
the difference between “bound” and 
“unbound” developments was not a problem.  
All associations agreed to pay a monthly 
assessment and followed the Articles of 
Incorporation and Bylaws of the ELWCA.   
In 2000, some associations objected to the 
amount of fees, and arguments ensued.  
Lawyers were hired; research showed 
nineteen developments were not bound, a 
lawsuit was filed and the judge confirmed 
that if the ELWCA  Articles of Incorporation 
and Bylaws were not part of the initial sale of 
the property those property owners were not 
bound to pay assessments, or abide by the 
rules within the Articles of Incorporation 
and Bylaws.  This also dictated that the gates 
had to be left open as not to impede the 
rights of unbound residents to come and go.  
The gate aspect created the label of the 
lawsuit as the “Gate Case.”   This caused a 
potentially catastrophic reduction in revenue 
for the ELWCA, a major quandary for the 
management of the property because 
ELWCA had both a long and short range 
budget for the entire community, including 
reserves and contractual commitments.  
 

Up until that time, the ELWCA was unaware 
that the developer failed to bind all 
associations to the Community Association.  
Faced with this unanticipated challenge, to 
satisfy an intent to maintain a high standard 
of care for the entire community, protecting 
property values and keeping all residents in 
the “family,” bound and bound, the ELWCA 
board sought the cooperation of the 
unbounds and offered a contractual 
relationship to keep a strong budget with 
reserves maintaining the quality of the entire 
property.  A new, second fee structure was 
created (a reduced fee as an incentive), a 
long-term contract was offered to create 
continuity with vendors servicing ELW. 
 

The ELWCA board started the process of 
drawing up a single contract for all unbound 
associations to give the community 
association the required “advance notice” of 
future years’ income so that budgets and 

reserves could be allocated properly.  A 
committee was formed to start the 
development of an agreement under which 
all unbound associations would be 
contracted (excluding those associations 
now non-members as result of the gate 
case).  After months of negotiations and 
“tweaking” of the agreement, it was 
presented to the unbound membership with a 
planned contract start date of January 1, 
2003.  At the time of the negotiations, the 
bound member’s contract specified annual 
increases in dues could not exceed 10%.   
The ELWCA exercised sound business 
judgment to preserve and protect the entire 
community.   
 

The proposed agreement for the unbound 
associations provided for an annual increase 
in dues not to exceed 6.5%. Residents have 
questioned the origin of the figure.  In 
researching this article, I have looked 
through many, many files and spoken with 
board members who participated at that 
time.  These discussions and document 
research have not provided any concrete 
explanation for the 6.5% limit, other than a 
“business decision”.  The contracts, 
however, went forward and were signed by 
thirteen of the nineteen unbound 
associations.  Five of them are non-members 
because of their participation in the “Gate 
Case”.  Quail Forest was willing to remain a 
voluntary member but could not agree on a 
maintenance fee, and thus are not a member.  
We hope for and continue to invite their 
membership.   
 

Now fast forward to 2016: The Community 
Association Board has been working with 
the unbound associations re-signing their 15-
year contracts.  At this writing, two 
associations have signed their new contract; 
one contract has been extended to 
12/31/2019 as a result of their owing back 
dues; only three have indicated they will not 
re-sign.  Please look on our website for an 
update on the status of the remaining 
unbound associations. 
 

I hope this helps everyone understand the 
history of ELW and why we are what we 
are! 

Community Photos • Steve Sabarese 
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 Manager’s Report • Monica D’ Ambrosio 

RFID Distribution: The Board is working with Envera to streamline 
the RFID distribution process by providing a website to allow resi-
dents to register their vehicle online and request an RFID.  Envera 
should have the website up and running soon.  In the interim, we are 
providing RFIDs to residents who have just purchased a home in 
ELW or purchased a new vehicle.   
 

If you have purchased a new home or vehicle, please stop by the 
management office at 720 Brooker Creek Blvd., Suite 120 to fill out 
the vehicle registration form.  You will need to provide proof of resi-
dency within ELW (divers license, closing statement) and the regis-
tration for each vehicle that will be assigned an RFID.  The cost of 
the RFID is $30.  We accept cash, check and money order. RFIDs 
will be issued Monday through Friday between 8:00AM and 
11:45AM and from 1:00PM to 4:00PM.  
 

Storm Debris Pick Up: ELWCA is only responsible for its own 
property/common areas and not the individual communities within 
East Lake Woodlands.  Communities and residents should avoid 
placing storm debris on the main roads. ELWCA is not scheduling 
any debris pickup; instead, the debris is being staged until Pinellas 
County can arrange a free pickup for East Lake Woodlands commu-
nities and residents. 
 

Individual communities/HOAs have three options for the removal of 
storm debris: 
 

• Wait for Pinellas County to pick up at no cost.  The pick-up 
zones are being scheduled based on the amount of substantial 
damage assessed in an area. Please refer to this website for the 
most up to date information on storm debris pick-up: https://
pinellas.gov/emergency-information-3/sand-and-debris-cleanup/ 

 

• If you prefer not to wait for county contractors to collect storm 
debris, you can dispose of it yourself for free at 13600 ICOT 
Boulevard, Clearwater. The facility is open daily from 6 a.m. to 
9 p.m. 

 

• You can hire a company/commercial hauler to pick up your 
storm debris. 

 

The County has over 1 million cubic feet of debris from the storm to 
pick up, the debris website is updated as a zone is completed and a 
new zone for pick up is shown.  As stated, zones are scheduled by the 
level of assessed damaged in an area.  This process is going to take 
weeks/months to complete due to the sheer volume of storm debris.  
 

Drainage Concerns: If your community is experiencing any drain-
age issues, please feel free to email ELWCA’s Community Manager 
with specific details. We can help identify the party responsible or 
request the drainage committee to review the issue and provide guid-
ance. Please email Monica D’Ambrosio at mdambrosio@mgmt-
assoc.com.  
 

Please note that ELWCA is not responsible for the entire storm/
drainage system within East Lake Woodlands. Each individual com-
munity/HOA is responsible for maintaining its portion of the drain-
age system. Routine maintenance and prompt attention to urgent is-
sues are essential, as neglect may inadvertently impact properties 
within your area.  
 

ELW Stormwater Ponds: ELW’s drainage system does not have 
any way of managing or directing the water level or flow of the 
ponds.  The ponds are part of the Stormwater System, a tool for man-
aging the runoff from rainfall. Stormwater runoff flows into grates, 
swales or ditches and moves the water into the stormwater ponds. A 
stormwater pond is specifically designed to help prevent flooding and 
remove pollutants from the water before it can drain into the ground-
water or into streams, rivers, lakes, wetlands, estuaries, or the gulf. 

The ponds are designed to allow material to settle and be absorbed. 
After a storm, water slowly drains from the pond through a pipe in 
the “outflow” structure which moves the water into the groundwater 
or into streams, rivers, lakes, wetlands, estuaries, or the gulf.  It is 
normal to see the water level in the pond go up and down. 
 

Gate Access: Residents should inform all guests and contractors of 
the correct entrance gate before their arrival. The Tampa Rd. Gate 
(Tampa Rd. & ELW Pkwy.), East Lake Rd. Gate (East Lake Rd. & 
Woodlands Blvd.), and Cove/Quail Forest Gate (Woodlands Blvd. 
& Hickory Nut Ave) each have kiosks where visitors and contractors 
can enter. At the kiosk, they’ll need to press the green button to open 
the gate. Kiosks record the driver, vehicle make, model, and license 
plate. For larger contractor vehicles, each entrance is equipped with a 
gooseneck button for added convenience. 

Calling your HOA: Please make sure to include the following infor-
mation when you call or email your HOA representative: 

• Your first and last name 

• Your address 

• The name of the community/HOA you reside in 

• A short description of the issue  
 

When calling, note that the first person who answers may not be the 
correct contact. Providing clear information upfront will help route 
your call to the appropriate individual. 
 

East Lake Woodlands Country Club (Ardea) is not East Lake 
Woodland Community Association: Many residents are unaware 
that the East Lake Woodlands Country Club (Ardea) is not owned, 
managed, or affiliated with the East Lake Woodlands Community 
Association (ELWCA). The Country Club is a property owner, much 
like other residents within our community. 
 

For any issues related to trees, landscaping, or drainage on Ardea 
Country Club property, please reach out directly to them. They can be 
contacted at (727) 784-8576.  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__pinellas.gov_emergency-2Dinformation-2D3_sand-2Dand-2Ddebris-2Dcleanup_%26d%3DDwMF_g%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3
mailto:mdambrosio@mgmt-assoc.com
mailto:mdambrosio@mgmt-assoc.com
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WHY 3/4 OF HOME SELLERS DON’T GET THE PRICE                                                       

THEY WANT FOR THEIR HOMES 

East Lake Woodlands - A new report has just been released 

which reveals 7 costly mistakes that most homeowners make 

when selling their home, and a 9 Step System that can help 

you sell your home fast and for the most amount of money. 

This industry report shows clearly how the traditional ways of 

selling homes have become increasingly less and less effective 

in today's market. The fact of the matter is that fully three 

quarters of home sellers don't get what they want for their 

homes and become disillusioned and - worse – financially 

disadvantaged when they put their homes on the market. As 

this report uncovers, most home sellers make 7 deadly 

mistakes that cost them literally thousands of dollars. The 

good news is that each and every one of these mistakes is 

entirely preventable. In answer to this issue, industry insiders 

have prepared a free special report entitled "The 9 Step 

System to Get Your Home Sold Fast and For Top Dollar". To 

order a FREE Special Report, visit www.ELWHomes.com/

mistakes or to hear a brief recorded message about how to 

order your FREE copy of this report, call toll-free 1-866-945-

9308 and enter 1000. You can call anytime, 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week.  Get your free special report NOW to find out 

how you can get the most money for your home. 

http://www.elwhomes.com/mistakes
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NEWS FROM THE CLUB 

 Communications Committee • Janie Baker 

 

Council of North  
County Neighborhoods  

Representing  
communities in   

North Pinellas County 
 

Upcoming Events 

CASINO NIGHT                                   
Saturday, January 25, 2025 

7:00pm-10:00pm 
 

See page 9 for more details 

Pinellascncn.com 

You are welcome to attend ELWCA meetings. Please join 
us to learn more about your ELWCA community. Meeting 
dates and times are posted on the message boards and in the 
calendar on our website elw-fl.com or 
eastlakewoodlands.com  
 
The CNCN Casino Night is a fun way to support local 
charities! CNCN is a north county neighborhood advocacy 
organization working to bring a voice to state and county 
government. CNCN hosts Casino Night to benefit local 
charities.  See page 9 for more details. 
 
Did you grow up in Pinellas County? Have you lived in 
Pinellas County for a long, long time? Please send your 
stories and pictures to the Heron. jbakerelwca@gmail.com 
We would like to learn more about the story of our area 
before it was East Lake Woodlands! 

Pinellas County Schools 
Zoned for ELW  

 

Cypress Woods                     
Elementary                            

727-538-7325 
 

Forest Lakes                         
Elementary                              

813-891-0785 
 

Carwise Middle School 
727-724-1442  

 

East Lake High School 
727-942-5419 

Do you have a  
positive  

shout out to your  
student or member  

of the ELW community?  
Please submit information  

to         
jbakerelwca@gmail.com 

Please slow your speed  
and watch for wildlife. 

Turtle Creek 1 & 2 • Damian Kondrotas 

Greetings Turtle Creek 1&2!  That was 
certainly a lively storm season that won’t 
soon be forgotten. Luckily our neighbor-
hood came through relatively unscathed 
once again.  
 

Hurricane Wrap-Up 
While Helene was mostly a non-issue for 
our neighborhood Milton was another story 
entirely. Broken limbs and leaning or fall-
en trees were plentiful, and the roadway 
flooding was severe. In the days immedi-
ately after the storm we were in contact 
with the South Florida Water Management 
District who manages the Lake Tarpon 
outflow canal, Pinellas County who man-
ages Brooker Creek that our neighborhood 
drains into, and Ardea to discuss their part 
of the storm drain system. We are also in 
contact with our neighbors to the east in 
Turtle Creek 3&4 to coordinate efforts 
with all of those parties to hopefully con-
duct a review of what worked and didn't 
work drainage wise and what, if anything, 
we can do to prevent flooding in the future. 
While I do not have confirmation of this, I 
suspect that part of the reason our road-
ways were so slow to drain was because 
our neighbors to the north in Tarpon 
Woods brought in pumps to dump addi-
tional water into Brooker Creek. While this 
was not ideal for us I am sympathetic to 
why they did it since they experienced a 
great deal more flooding than we had and 
their actual homes were flooding not “just" 
their roadways.  
 

Other moving parts included contacting 
our trash service provider and applying 
pressure to get our trash and debris re-
moved as quickly as possible, with 
ELWCA to get dangerous trees addressed 
and contracting with a street sweeping 
company to get at least some of the flood 
residue removed.  

I know we have mentioned this before, but 
please walk around your property and take 
a close look at your trees. If you have any 
broken branches, they should be easily 
visible by now because they leaves have 
likely died on them. We highly recommend 
getting broken limbs removed to prevent 
damage and injury.  
 

Upcoming Declarations Vote 
Shortly we will be coming to all of you 
asking for your approval of some changes 
to our Declarations. During a review of the 
documents, we discovered some inconsist-
encies that need to be cleaned up to pre-
vent issues down the road. The changes 
will be completely explained, and I think 
fairly easy to understand, but if you have 
any questions please feel free to ask. Your 
quick response to this item will save the 
Board time and limit the amount of door-to
-door walking we would have to do to get 
responses.  
 

Next Board Meeting 
Board meetings are normally held on the 
4th Tuesday of each month at 3pm. If you 
cannot attend in person, you can always 
attend via Zoom. The more participation 
we get from you, the owners, the better off 
we are and the easier it is to govern. Please 
attend if you can.  
 

Communications 
If you did not receive our email messages 
after Hurricane Milton, please make sure 
that our management company has your 
correct contact information on file. We try 
to limit the number of emails that we send 
but when we do send them, they usually 
have information that you are going to 
want to receive. The management compa-
ny for Turtle Creek 1&2 is: 
Harbeck Hospitality 727-386-5575 
Admin1@hhrmgt.com 

mailto:jbakerelwca@gmail.com
mailto:jbakerelwca@gmail.com
mailto:Admin1@hhrmgt.com
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NEWSLETTER INSERT



NEWSLETTER INSERT
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 Happy Owl-i-days • Barbara Walker 

Tampa Bay Raptor Rescue is celebrating our 
10-year anniversary this December.  We spe-
cialize in rescuing birds of prey and educa-
tional conservation programs through Mocca-
sin Lake Nature Park. We are seeking volun-
teers for a wide variety of positions.  We have 
openings for rescuers, transporters, keepers, 
handlers, trainers, docents, osprey watchers 
and kestrel watchers, grounds keepers, office 
helpers and handy men. If you are interested 
in volunteering, please reach out by email-
ing walkerba@outlook.com or texting to 727-
798-2385.  Board positions are also available, 
including Social Media Director, Events Co-
ordinator and Volunteer Coordinator.  We 
offer Bright Futures and College Internships 
on a semester-by-semester basis, so please 
send interested students our way.  14- and 15-

year-olds need to be accompanied by a par-
ent.  16 and up may attend on their own after 
school or on weekends.  The sanctuary is lo-
cated at 2750 Park Trail Lane, Clearwater and 
is open Tuesday through Sunday from 10-5. 
  
Donations are welcome and needed. This year 
hurricanes were extremely costly for us and 
Thunder, our bald eagle, needs cataract sur-
gery.  Thunder has been serving the Veteran’s 
Community, children, and families for 30 
years. Donations can be made online 
at www.moccinasinlakeraptorsancutuary.org.  
We will also be running our annual Giving 
Tuesday Campaign through MightyCause, just 
look for Tampa Bay Raptor Rescue and our 
campaigns will be listed.  If you or your busi-
ness are interested in sponsoring one of our 

birds, please let us know that as well.  Our 
goals for next year include developing our 
sponsorships as a forward path to sustainabil-
ity for our services and programs.  Checks 
must be made out to Tampa Bay Raptor Res-
cue and can be mailed to 3019 Bradford Cir-
cle, Palm Harbor 34685. Wildlife in general 
has taken some hard hits, especially birds, 
they need all the help we can give them. 
  
If you are looking to catch up with some of 
our magnificent bird ambassadors, you can 
find us at Market Marie in Coachman Park the 
first Saturday of each month to enjoy our sea-
son-themed booths or visit us at Moccasin 
Lake Nature Park. Thank you again for your 
support and Happy Owl-i-days! 

Woodland Estates • David Marzulio 

After a very challenging couple of months, it 
looks like we are in the clear for a while.  Wood-
lands Estates did well given the largest storms in 
years and years coming through.  Although we 
had some flooded streets, we have not had any 
reports of homes that took on water.  Even 
though the community had some streets that were 
flooded for a couple of days, it seems the drain-
age completed by the Community Association 
over the past couple of years helped.  Woodlands 
Estates cleans drains every third year and by all 
accounts it seems our drains were clear. Howev-
er, our drains lead to the closest pond and if that 
pond is overflowing, then there is nowhere for 
our drains to push the water, hence the flooding.  
The ponds in which our drains flow are the re-
sponsibility of the country club, and some of the 
weirs in those ponds appear to have been 
clogged.  We are working with the Community 
Association and the Country Club to ensure that 
the weirs in the ponds are clear.  We had five 
downed trees that the HOA was responsible for 
removing.  It took a little longer than anticipated 
because as stewards of our dues, we worked to 
obtain several bids and ultimately saved several 
thousand dollars.  Same for debris clean-up, 
which was recently completed.  Again, multiple 
bids were obtained after it became clear that the 
county was not going to be picking up debris in 
our area anytime soon.  Like with the tree remov-
al we had bids thousands of dollars apart.  Lastly, 
we are urging Woodland Estates residents to par-
ticipate in at minimum, returning proxy ballots 
for the board.  We have nearly 250 homes and 
only 30 were returned so the annual meeting had 
to be cancelled (we need at least 50).  We are 
working on a complete re-write of our governing 
documents, which will require at least 50% of the 
community to approve so we are going to need to 
have community involvement.  Let's hope as we 
enter the dry season, that it is dry, but please  not 
too dry!!!! 
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B e n e f i t i n g  Pe d i a t r i c  B ra i n  C a n c e r  Pa t i e n t s  a n d  t h e i r  Fa m i l i e s  

We would like to invite you to be a part of 

the Payton's Masquerade Ball Fundraising 

event benefiting The Payton Wright 

Foundation, a nonprofit 501 ( c )(3) tax-

exempt organization based in Sarasota, 

Florida. This Foundation was established in 

2008 by Patrick and Holly Wright in 

memory of their daughter Payton who lost 

her courageous battle with brain cancer in 

2007. The Payton Wright Foundation 

provides financial assistance to families by 

paying monthly household bills and 

transportation costs for families whose 

income is decreased as a result of time spent 

caring for their children. The Foundation is 

passionate and committed to help raise funds 

and awareness for this horrific disease.  
 

On Saturday, February 15, 2025, Payton's 

Posse will be holding our annual event in 

Oldsmar, Florida, to help raise funds and 

awareness for pediatric brain cancer. The 

party will be held at the Ardea Country Club.  

Your tax-deductible contribution to this 

event gives critical support to families when 

they need it most, at the worst time of their 

lives. We provide these families whose 

childrer1 are undergoing treatment for 

pediatric brain cancer, gas cards so they can 

afford to drive their child to treatment, 

sometimes hundreds of miles away. We also 

help them with their mortgage/rent 

payments, utilities, or any of their daily bills 

because worrying about how you are going 

to pay your mortgage or get your water 

turned back on should not be something a. 

family with a sick child should have to fret 

about. We help families so their focus can 

stay on their child.  
 

MONETARY DONATIONS and 

SPONSORSHIPS can be made online at 

www.paytonwright.org. RAFFLE AND 

SILENT AUCTION ITEMS can be picked 

up or delivered. Please contact Holly Loy at 

meemaw12@icloud.com.  
 

Additional information regarding The 

Payton Wright Fou11dation, please co11tact 

Holly Wright at (941) 228-4886 or 

holly@paytonwright.org, and she will be 

happy to answer any questions you may 

have. You may also visit 

www.paytonwright.org to learn more about 

our outstanding programs such as Family 

Financial Assistance Program, Payton's 

Angel's, and our Gas Card Club.  
 

Thank you for your consideration. The 

Payton Wright Foundation could not assist 

families without the generosity of donors 

like you!  

Warmest Regards,  

Payton's Posse  
 

P.O. Box 516931 Sarasota, Fl 342321 

www.paytonwright.org  

FEBRUARY 15, 2025 
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Your local Edward Jones office since 2008 with over 50 years of combined experience serving our clients.  
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Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office                                      

Summary of Citations and Warnings 

 

SEPTEMBER 2024 

Requested Patrols      9  Filled:  9  Not Filled:  0 
CITATIONS  WARNINGS VIOLATION 

  26  Stop sign 

  1  Speeding over 15+ 

  8  Speeding over 1-15+ 

  3  Expired documents/Tag 

1  3  Failure to display documents   

  3  Failure to update address             

  1  Other 

OCTOBER 2024 

Requested Patrols      9  Filled:  4  Not Filled:  5 
CITATIONS WARNINGS VIOLATION 

10  12  Stop sign 

  2  Speeding over 1-15+ 

  1  Expired documents/tags 

  1  NVDL 

  3  Other 

     

 Thought Waves • Dave Feller 

Air Quality Index 
 

The Air Quality Index is a reported measure-
ment of the potential hazard due to a single 
pollutant, which is the pollutant with the 
most dangerous concentration at that time. 
This is a useful measure of the current air 
pollution level because it reports a single 
value on a simple scale. Unfortunately, the 
reported Air Quality Index value does not 
say anything at all about the concentrations 
of any other atmospheric pollutant. For this 
reason, individuals who are particularly sen-
sitive to a particular atmospheric pollutant 
may not have all the information they need 
from the reported Air Quality Index.  
 

The Air Quality Index only tracks concentra-
tions of specific pollutants for which the 
Environmental Protection Agency has creat-
ed air quality standards. These include car-
bon monoxide, ozone, nitrogen dioxide, sul-

fur dioxide, and particulate 
pollutants. The Index says 
nothing about other pollutants 
that may be present in the air.  
 

The Air Quality Index is pri-
marily concerned with severe 
health problems that may de-
velop due to short exposure 
times to polluted air. It does 
not say anything at all about 
the health effects that may 
occur over long periods of 
time from exposure to lower levels of pollu-
tion. The Air Quality Index is not concerned 
with how air pollution may affect plants and 
animals. It also does not attempt to quantify 
how pollution levels may contribute to corro-
sion, erosion, or other damage to buildings 
and other public structures or any other as-
pect of the environment. 
The Air Quality Index does also not take into 

account the fact that pollutants in some com-
binations may be more harmful than the 
harm caused by the concentrations of any of 
these pollutants individually.  
 

This website provides information about air 
quality around the country.  
https://www.airnow.gov/   

 East Lake Fire Rescue • Fire Marshal, Pamela DeMeo 

Hello, East Lake community! My name is Pamela DeMeo, and I am 
honored to join East Lake Fire Rescue as your new Fire Marshal. As 
we recently observed Fire Prevention Month in October, I’d like to 
recap some key fire safety messages that will help keep your homes 
and loved ones safe. The National Fire Protection Association’s 
theme for this year was, “Smoke Alarms: Make Them Work for 
You!” 
 

Smoke Alarm Safety Tips 
 

Working smoke alarms are your first line of defense in case of fire, 
giving you valuable time to evacuate safely. Here are some essential 
reminders: 
 

• Check the Batteries: Smoke alarms should be tested monthly to 
ensure they’re functioning. Replace batteries once a year, and if 
you hear a “chirping” sound, replace the battery right away. 

• Replace Older Units: If your smoke alarms are over 10 years 
old, it’s time to replace them. Smoke alarms lose their effective-
ness over time, so installing new ones every decade is essential. 

• Smoke Alarms for All Abilities: There are specially designed 
smoke alarms with strobe lights and bed shakers for people who 

are hard of hearing. Make sure every member of your household 
has a smoke alarm they can respond to. 

 

Upcoming Holiday Fire Safety Tips 
 

As we enter the holiday season, it’s essential to keep fire safety in 
mind: 
 

• Be Cautious with Candles and Decorations: Candles should 
always be placed on stable surfaces and kept away from flamma-
ble decorations. Consider using battery-operated candles for a 
safer option. 

• Check Electrical Cords and Lights: Inspect holiday lights for 
frayed wires or damaged sockets. Avoid overloading electrical 
outlets to prevent overheating and potential fires. 

• Cook Safely: The holidays often mean more time in the kitchen, 
so remember to stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stov-
etop. Never leave cooking food unattended. 

 

Thank you for welcoming me to your community. Together, let’s 
work to ensure East Lake is a safer place for everyone. If you have 
questions or would like more information on fire safety, don’t hesi-
tate to reach out to East Lake Fire Rescue.   

https://www.airnow.gov/
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E A S T  L A K E  
L I B R A R Y  N E W S  

"The Tampa Bay History Center Pre-

sents: "Snow Show in Tampa? What 

Could Possibly Go Wrong?" 

Wed, 12/18/24 | 1pm - 2pm 

This program, presented by Jim Weiss, vol-

unteer docent at the Tampa Bay History 

Center, is an amusing behind-the-scenes 

look at some of the problems with shutting 

off five blocks of Franklin Street, building a 

five-story toboggan slide, bringing in an 

Olympic skier from Sweden and having a 

Christmas tree larger than the White 

House.  After settling forty lawsuits and in-

surance claims, perhaps a letter to the editor 

of the Tampa Tribune got it right – “Snow 

and Crackers don’t mix.” Presented by the 

Tampa Bay History Center. Recommended 

for adults. 
 

Dog Man #13: Big Jim Begins Book 

Launch! 

Tue, 12/3/24 | 3pm - 7pm 

This program is designed for children and 

accompanying adults. Please plan to attend 

and be engaged with your child for this pro-

gram. Drop offs will not be permitted. 
 

Winter Wonders with Florida-Friendly 

Landscaping  

Wed, 12/4/24 | 11am - 12pm 

Discover the joys of winter gardening in 

Florida, with Florida-Friendly Landscap-

ing Educator, Melissa West! We will ex-

plore the importance of choosing native and 

drought-resistant plants that not only beauti-

fy your garden but also support and attract 

local wildlife throughout the winter months. 

Also, learn about migrating birds that call 

Florida home during this magnificent season 

and how to provide for them. 
 

Middle School Advisory Board: College 

Readiness with USF PATHe 

Thurs, 12/5/24 | 6:30pm - 7:30pm 

It’s never too early to start thinking about 

college. Join us at the MSAB-sponsored 

event for an informational session on college 

and all the paths you can take delivered by 

USF PATHe! This meeting is open to new 

members. Please fill out a membership appli-

cation and bring it to the meeting if you are 

not already a member. 
 

Holiday Altoid Tin Box Craft 

Tue, 12/10/24 | 11am - 1pm 

Join us in decorating altoid tin boxes with 

your own theme! You can stick with the hol-

idays or make something more personal for a 

gift -- or for yourself! Bring your creativity! 

We encourage you to bring paper copies of a 

personal photo, “upcycle” and bring any 

extra empty altoid tin boxes you have at 

home, and your own miniature knick knacks, 

etc. to decorate. We will supply the rest! 

Supplies are limited. 
 

Backyard Birding with Jim McGinity 

Wed, 12/11/24 | 6:30pm - 7:30pm 

Come join us for a fun, interactive overview 

of birding in your own backyard!  The pro-

gram will cover the basics of bird identifica-

tion, tools for success and how you can bring 

the birds into your backyard.  We will end 

with a beginning birding quiz to test your 

skills at identifying common (and some not 

so common) birds. 
 

Watercolor Wonders 

Sat, 1/11/25 | 2pm - 3pm 

Dive into the basics of watercolor painting, 

explore fun techniques, and create your own 

colorful artwork. Join us at the Library for a 

relaxing and creative afternoon, perfect for 

brightening up the winter season!" 
 

Sunday Concert Series - St. Pete Baroque 

Sun, 1/19/25 | 2pm - 3:30pm 

Members of the St. Pete Baroque group will 

present a remarkable performance, featuring 

stringed instruments and a harpsicord. Tick-

ets are sold at the front desk prior to the 

event for  $15 each.  This concert series is 

hosted by the Friends of East Lake Commu-

nity Library. 
 

Mario Kart Tournament 

Tue, 1/21/25 | 5:30pm - 6:30pm 

Ready, set, race! Join Teen Services for an 

epic Mario Kart Tournament in the Commu-

nity Room. Players will be split into teams of 

four, pick characters, and build karts to com-

pete. With four rounds of racing action, 

teammates will switch up after each race. 

The team with the highest score takes home 

the victory. Don’t miss the chance to prove 

you're the ultimate racer! 
 

"The Good Cemeterian" Presents: Pre-

serving History with a Twist: Tombstone 

Restoration and Honoring Those Who 

Came Before Us in a Most Unique Way 

Sat, 1/25/25 | 11am - 12pm 

Andrew Lumish, otherwise known as "The 

Good Cemeterian" is recognized around the 

world for his work restoring monuments in 

countless cemeteries while recalling each of 

his "honorees" genealogical life journey's to 

a global audience. Born in New York, his 

career has included stops at destinations that 

include the United Nations, the World Trade 

Center, and Metropolitan Opera House to 

name a few. Most importantly, Mr. Lumish 

is a proud father and the architect of his non-

profit foundation, "The Good Cemeterian 

Historical Preservation Project". Although 

his organization was born from tragic cir-

cumstances it now endorses and encourages 

positivity, hope, and healing through story-

telling and conservation. His foundation has 

and continues to support veterans groups, 

scouting projects, schools, and everyday 

individuals with the desire to make a unique 

difference in their communities and com-

plete important projects with deep meaning 

to them. 
 

Florida Talks: Seeing Florida Heritage 

Through Archaeology with Dr. Baram 

Thu, 2/20/25 | 6:30pm - 7:30pm 

The history of Florida is fascinating, and 

archaeological research provides a tactile, 

visual, and place-based approach to appreci-

ating what has been achieved. The aspects of 

the past that are in the present, that are being 

seen, used and visited by people today, are 

heritage. This presentation explores the dy-

namics of heritage by highlighting archaeo-

logical insights into Indigenous landscapes, 

colonial sites, utopian settlements, minority 

communities, and modern cities. 

This event is free and open to the public. 

Registration is required as space is limited." 
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