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New Yearôs Eve celebrations are often adult-

only events, but kids get excited about the big 

night as well. Because babysitters are scarce 

and restaurant prices are high on December 

31, it makes more sense to celebrate with the 

kids. Many communities now host family-

friendly First Night celebrations with 

fireworks, music and games, but you can also 

have lots of fun staying home. 

 
Whether you decide to host a neighborhood 

party or just cozy up with your family, make 

it a New Yearôs Eve to remember with these 

tips for a kid-friendly celebration. 

 

Ring in the Noon Year 
Many children canôt (or shouldnôt) stay up 

until midnight, so count down until the noon 

year. Bring out the noisemakers, pour a 

sparkling apple cider toast, and count down 

to the stroke of 12 p.m. on December 31. If 

you have several young children over to 

celebrate, they can make posterboard 

numbers (10-9-8-7-6é) to hold up as you 

count down the seconds. 

 

Travel the Time Zones 
Itôs always midnight somewhere in the world, 

so set clocks around the house to ring in the 

New Year in other time zones. Research New 
Yearôs customs around the globe (in Spain 

they begin the New Year by eating twelve  

 

 grapes, in Japan they laugh in the 

 New Year) and celebrate accordingly 

 (while still getting the kids to sleep at 

 a decent  hour). 

 

 Bring on the Noise 
Preparing for the party is half the fun, 

so get kids involved in making festive 

decorations. They can create their own 

noisemakers by filling plastic water 
bottles with rice or lentils and covering 

the bottles with colored paper, glitter 

and other decorations. 

 Donôt have any empty water bottles? 

Make a joyful noise by banging pots 

and pans together when the clock 

strikes 12. 

 

Hats Off 
It wouldnôt be New Yearôs Eve without silly 

hats, so gather supplies for making them. Raid 

the recycling bin for newspaper, leftover 

wrapping paper, ribbons, cardboard, paper 

plates and other materials. Award a prize for 

the silliest, the most creative, the prettiest, etc. 

 

Clock óEm 
Plan a series of games around the Father Time 

theme. For example, in Hide the Clock adults 

conceal a ticking clock somewhere in the 
room, then call the kids in to find it. Bonus 

points go to the team that locates the clock 

before the alarm goes off! 

 

Resolution Tree 
Putting away the holiday decorations can be 

one of the saddest parts of the season for young 

children (and adults) who canôt bear to wait 

another year for the fun to begin again. 

Turn the chore into a party by transforming the 

Christmas tree into a Resolution Tree. Enlist 

the kidsô help to pack away the decorations and 

then help them write resolutions on small note 

cards. Suggest family goals like eating healthy, 

exercising more and arguing less. Leave the 

lights on the tree and tie the note cards on the 

branches with bits of blue ribbon to usher in 

the New Year. 

 

Thanks for the Memories 
Spend the evening creating a family time 

capsule with mementoes of special events. 

Pack a shoebox or empty tennis ball canister 

with keepsakes like photographs, blue ribbons, 

drawings and written memories of the top ten 
moments of the year. You can also capture the 

memories in a family scrapbook. 

 

Slumber Party! 
Because many youngsters resist the urge to get 

to bed before midnight but still need to doze, 

set up a family campout in the living room. 

Pillows, sleeping bags, stuffed animals, a few 

good DVDs and each otherôs company will 

make the night a winner. 

 

Drop the Ball 
If you canôt make it to Times Square, have the 

kids craft their own ball to drop at midnight. 

Buy a large Styrofoam ball at the craft store as 

well as straight pins or craft glue and 

multicolor sequins. Push a chenille or pipe 

cleaner stem into the center of the ball and 

decorate the ball, using the pins to attach the 

sequins (younger children can use craft glue). 
Tie a long piece of ribbon to the chenille stem 

and attach the ball to the ceiling; cut the ribbon 

at the stroke of 12. 

 

You can engineer a different kind of ball drop 

by hanging a paper tablecloth from the ceiling 

with duct or masking tape. Fill it with balloons 

and pull it down at midnight for a festive 

celebration. 



M Complete Service & Repair 

Specializing in Mercedes Benz 

 

ñYour Dealer  

        Alternativeò sm 

813-870-1250 

Monday thru Thursday 8a.m. - 6p.m., Friday 8a.m. - 5p.m. 4411 North Lois Ave. Tampa, FL 33614 

www.mcompleteautorepairoftampa.com 
 

¶ Mercedes Benz Computer Software Diagnostics  

¶ All Scheduled Service Maintenance, free Cabin 

Filter included with major services  

¶ Electrical Repairs & Diagnostic  

¶ A/C Repairs  

¶ Engine & Transmission Repairs 

 

¶ Dealer trained with over 60 years of combined 

Mercedes Benz experience  

¶ Brake & Suspension Repairs 

¶ Convertible Tops, 4 Wheel Alignments 

¶ Works with most Extended Warrantys 

¶ Sprinter Van Service 

 

Formerly Mercedes Complete  

Service and Repair, Inc. 

http://www.mcompleteautorepairoftampa.com


PAGE 3 HERIT AGE H ARBOR HER A LD  

Heritage 

Harbor  

Herald 
 

IKare Publishing Inc. 
991-7843 

 
Publication deadlines are 9:00am on the third 
Wednesday of each month.Distribution: 670  
 
Articles of general interest and letters to the 
Editor are welcomed for inclusion.  All written 
communication may be edited for length and 
clarity and cannot be returned.The Editor 
reserves the right to change policies and 
advertising rates without prior notice.The views 
expressed in articles in the newsletter do not 
necessarily represent the views of IKare 
Publishing Incorporated, the Editors and 
Publishers of the Heritage Harbor Herald 
 
Please call Karen at 907 -3629 to get more 
information on advertising rates or email us 
at IKarepublishing@aol.com  
 
IKare Publishing Inc. and Heritage Harbor are 
not responsible for the actions or credibility of 
any the advertisers in this newsletters. It is the 
individualôs responsibility to check references 
on all advertisers. 
 
You may view the Heritage Harbor Herald in 
itôs entirety by logging onto 

 

Board Of Directors 

President 
Shelley Grandon 

 

Vice President 
Russ Rossi 

 

Treasurer  
Clint Swigart 

 

Secretary 
Rob Rossi 

 

Director 
George Seper 

Community Association 

Community Association Manager 
Shelly Bramm 

4131 Gunn Highway 
Tampa, Florida 33618 

(813) 600-1100 ext. 160 
sbramm@greenacre.com 

FAX (813) 963-1326 
 

Administrative Assistant  
DRB Forms 

Jeanette Wilson 
(813) 600-1100 ext. 161 
jwilson@greenacre.com 

 
Accounting Department 

Questions regarding payments  
Barbara Kazar 

(813) 600-1100 ext. 135 
bkazar@greenacre.com  

If you would like to add a name to the list for 
babysitting or  

pet sitting, please email the  
information to: news@heritageharborgolf.com 

Heritage Harbor Contact 

Clubhouse & Restaurant   
19502 Heritage Harbor Parkway 

Lutz, Florida 33558 
(813)949-6841 phone 

(813)909-4826 fax 
 

Non Emergency Neighborhood 
Police 

(813) 247-8200 
 
 

Clubhouse - Kathy Costello 
hhdesk@tampabay.rr.com 

 
Restaurant - Nic Kalojiannis 

(813)949-6841 Ext.1 
hhclub@tampabay.rr.com  

 
Golf Course Maintenance  

(813) 909-4336  
heritageharbormainte-

nance@verizon.net 
 

Website  
www.heritageharborgolf.com 

Proshop - John Panno 
(813)949-4886 phone 

(813) 949-2780 fax  
hproshop@tampabay.rr.com 

 
Communications Committee 

Newsletter and Website 
Clint Swigart 

news@heritageharborgolf.com 
 

Design Review Board 
hhdrb@tampabay.rr.com 

 
Operations Manager for CDD 

Lynn Jackson 
813-991-1116 ext. 101   

 
Community Development District 

Jim Hayford 
CDD District Manager 

Jim.Hayford@STservices.com 
Off: 813-991-1116 Ext: 103 

 
Community Resource Officer 
Deputy John Hajj Jr, HCSO 

The Club House 

Fitness center is 

open from  5am  

till 11pm. 

 

Come use our 

great facility and 

get in better shape. 
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Avery Gonzalez (baby/pet sitting) 13 777-9939 

   

Alex Linick (pet sitting) 12 731-5865 

   

Skylar Fiore (baby/pet sitting) 17 297-2288 

   

Kylie Fiore (baby/pet sitting) 13 728-2412 

   

Pauline Howard (pet sitting) 17 317-5459 

   

Faith Shafer (baby sitting)  13 625-2120 

***Red Cross Certified   
Gretchen Faerberboeck  (baby 
sitting)  14 949-1620 

   
Kailey Newman (baby/pet sitting)
*** 14 220-5684 

***CPR & First Aid Certified   

Sarah Whitmer (baby/pet sitting) 15 948-0974 

   

Landry Singleton (baby/pet sitting) 14 220-8356 

   

  *** Area code 813 unless noted otherwise. 
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